
Christmas Eve Worship  
 

We will have two services of worship on Christmas Eve this year.  

Since it falls on Sunday we will have our regular 10:00 am worship 

focusing on the fourth Sunday of Advent in the morning.  We will 

then gather at 7:30 pm for a service of lessons and carols ending 
with traditional candle lighting as we welcome the birth of Jesus Christ!  

As always, friends and family are welcome at both services. 
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Please Plan to Join Us  

for our Family Advent Potluck  
Celebration Sunday, December 3 rd 

 

Throughout this capital campaign we have  

focused on the ways that our congregation  

makes a difference in the community and  

the world. But it is just as important to  

remember, and celebrate, that we are  

all family. Therefore, to celebrate the  

gift of our campaign pledges, the whole  

congregation is invited to a family advent  

meal.   

 

Members of the campaign committee  

will each be decorating a table and serving as  

your dinner host. They will also provide the main dishes for 

everyone to share. Please bring a side dish or dessert for the 

potluck table and take time to remember the joy of fellowship! 



A Message from Rev. Roger McKinney 
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2017- A Year Of Pilgrimage For Disciples Christian Church  

  

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  The season of Advent begins this Sunday, Dec. 3, and Advent marks the 

beginning of a new church year.  With Advent we begin to tell again the story of our faith, from 

anticipating the birth of Jesus Christ to his death and resurrection.  It is a story that begins with 

hope, something we human beings so desperately need! 

  

´Adventµ comes from a Latin word that means ´comingµ or ´arrival,µ as when waiting for the arrival 

of an important guest.  The season of Advent, beginning four Sundays before Christmas, is a 

focused, reflective, time of preparation for our celebration of the humble birth of Jesus of 

Bethlehem.  It also reminds us that we await another coming of Jesus, a coming in majesty at the 

end of all things.  Both together embody our human hope for a world of justice and peace. 

  

At Disciples Christian Church we will begin the season with more than one hope! 

We are hopeful that the birth of Christ this year will renew our hope for a better world. 

We also are hopeful as we prepare to receive commitments to our three-year Rise Up For our 

Future Capital Campaign.  Those commitment cards will be received this coming Sunday, 

December 3, during worship. 

 

These hopes together lead us hand in hand into another season of Advent.  Whether this is your 

first or your 80th Advent in our congregation, I invite you to join me in Rising Up to begin the season 

of Advent as people filled with HOPE for the future of this congregation as a movement for 

wholeness and healing in our community and world. 

  

Many opportunities exist for you to find hope through worship and offer  

hope to others through service.  Please read carefully and join me in  

Advent: A Season of Hope  at Disciples Christian Church. 

  

Your partner in transition  

Rev. Roger McKinney  

  

Advent Community Worship Experiences  
 

This year we are joining with our neighbors from Peace Lutheran Church and Noble Road 

Presbyterian Church in three Advent services of worship.  Each will begin with a light dinner at 

6:30 pm followed by a time of Advent worship and reflection at 7:15 pm.  It is our hope that those 

who attend from the three churches will find meaning in both the community meal and the time of 

reflection.  Please plan to join us!  We also will need volunteers to help host and provide soup and 

bread for the Dec. 20 dinner at our church.  Please let Roger know if you can help. 

 Dec. 6 Peace Lutheran 

 Dec. 13 Noble Road Presbyterian 

 Dec. 20 Disciples Christian Church 



Page 3    Church Life at Yellowstone and Mayfield                     Volume 73, number 12 

Z Mary Jane Moran, Brookdale 
 
Z Janice Zeigler, surgery on Dec 22 
 
Z Elyse Berry, surgery recovery 
 
Z Charlotte Mates, cancer free!   
 
Z Trashenna Perkins, daughter of Carmella 

Yarbrough 
 
Z Ellie McBride, Menorah Park  
 
Z Kristen Schmauder, birth of Kinley 

Elizabeth Schmauder, born 11/24 
 
Z Donna Hall, sister, Beatrice Osborne in ICU 
 
Z Derrick Hall, death of uncle Sam Hall 
 
Z Sarah Lloyd, daughter of Ellie McBride, 

cancer treatment 
 
Z Olivia Grabowski, granddaughter of Janice 

and Richard Ziegler, extended physical 
and speech therapy 

 
Z Cara McKinney, serving in San Cristóbal, 

Mexico 
 

 

MEMBER  AT HOME 
 Lois Rice 

 

Young Disciples  News  
  

Please Remember That We Are 

Collecting Hats and Gloves 
During The Young Disciples 

Moment This  

Sunday, Dec 3.  
 

As the parents enjoyed discussing the book, More 

Than Words; the younger gang enjoyed a Halloween 

Party and a pajama party.  Games were played, slime 

was made, the movie Trolls was watched and theme 

food was eaten.  It³s safe to say a grand time was had 

by all involved!   

 

December brings more fun, learning and outreach.  

Our annual lock in for Chi Rho and CYF aged youth is 

on Saturday, December 2 at 7:00.  At that time we will 

decorate the church for advent, go shopping for the 

Holiday Angels and of course have fun.  

During Advent we will also be working on the morning 

service for December 24.  The plan is to have some 

dancing, some music and some theatre.  The service 

will be a wonderful way to celebrate the birth of the 

Christ child.  

 

I am also proud to announce that we received a grant 

from the NBA (National Benevolent Association) to 

start what we all the Gathering Place.  This space will 

be used to help community members especially the 

Bhutanese to have a place to gather and learn some 

basic life skills.  A huge thank you goes out to the 

youth who helped brain storm and write the grant. 

  

Kathy Smith 

 
 



Page 4        Church Life at Yellowstone and Mayfield                     Volume 73, number 11 

Prime Time 
 

 Unless otherwise noted Prime Time takes place 

each Sunday at 11:30 pm in the Chapel.  All are 

welcome. 

 

Janice Ziegler 
 

New Volunteers Need for 

our Free  

Community Meal  
We are look ing for new folks to help continue to 

make our Community Meal a success!  On 

Thursday, December at 5PM, we will be serving 

baked chicken and cookies.  Please sign up in the 

kitchen if you can bring dinner, or if you³d like to 

volunteer to set up, serve or clean up. 

The next Elders meeting is December 2, at 9am,  

  in the Fellowship Hall. 

Disciples Book Club  

Elderõs Meeting 

 
 

 
 
 
The Disciples Book Club will be meeting at 2:00 PM 

in the Chapel on Tuesday, January 16th.  They will 

be discussing Elenore Oliphant is Completely Fine 

by Gail Honeyman.   

 

Reading this book is like unwrapping a gift.  Slowly 

the shape and feel of the gift are revealed.  The 

reader has to wait until the last of the wrapping has 

been removed to actually know what is inside.  This 

novel is both a character study and a complicated 

plot.   

 

Feel free to join the group on the 16th.  Happy 

Reading! 

CWF Christmas Party  

 
 

Join us on Tuesday, December 12 th at noon for 

the annual CWF Christmas party. Guests should  

bring  a salad, a white elephant gift and a 

contribution to the  Heights Emergency Food 

Center. 

 

Lunch will be soup and salad.  All Disciples 

women are welcome to join the fun!  

 
Hi all!  
 
 
I have a client that has very little 
resources and clothing items & 
necessities for her 1 year old 
daughter and she is also pregnant 
due in about a month or so. She is 
already getting linked with services, 
but if anyone happens to have baby 
or toddler items I can provide to my 
client please let me know. We 
would greatly appreciate it.  

News from our Music 

Director, Amanda Powell  

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas, Disciples 

Friends!Thanks for making a joyful noise and 

singing with exuberant voices this fall! Cheers to a 

new year overflowing with spirit-filled music. Want 

to be a part of the music ministry? Email Amanda 

at amandapowell4@gmail.com.  

 Time With God -A New 

Opportunity At Disciples  
Ever want some quiet, alone time with God 

during the week?  Need to just focus and 

pray a few minutes?  A small group from our 

church has decided to create just such an 

opportunity on a trial basis this fall.  Our 

sanctuary will be open, communion will be set 

on the communion table, no words or ideas 

will be presented.  It will simply be a time to 

stop in and be with God in silence.  Dan 

Nolen is leading this effort.   

  

The next date is Wednesday, December 13 

from 5:30 to 7:00 pm.   

mailto:amandapowell4@gmail.com
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Income/Expense Report  
4 Mo. Ended Octt .  31, 2017 

Thank you for your interest in electronic giving 

to Disciples Christian Church. The best 

method you could use to pay DCC 

electronically is through your own bank³s on 

line bill pay feature. To initiate this you would 

have to add DCC to your list of payees. You 

could then establish payments on a regular 

basis in any amount that you choose. 

Presently there are several members of DCC 

who do this and their checks arrive in the mail 

on a regular basis. This method results in NO 

COSTS TO DCC. If you need help with 

establishing on line bill pay, please call us for 

assistance. 

Alternatively, you could utilize the services of 

VANCO which is available through DCC³s 

website. Funds will be transferred directly 

from your account to that of DCC. You can 

choose the frequency, date, amount and 

where you designate the funds be applied i.e. 

contributions, hunger fund etc. The fees DCC 

pays VANCO for this service include: 

*A monthly fee of $5 

*35c per transaction (both for the withdrawal 

from your account and the deposit into DCC³s 

account 

*And finally a fee of 2% of the amount 

donated. 

Presently DCC does not accept Credit Cards. 

Please let Judy Griffith know if you are 

interested in donating by a Credit Card.  

Electronic Giving  

Little Free Library  
 

We are always accepting donations of  

books for the little free library.  In  particular, we 

are running low on childrens³ books.  If you have 

some at home collecting dust, we are happy to  

take them off of your hands!  Just drop them  

off in the church office. 

Support Disciples While Doing 

Your Christmas Shopping:  

Use Amazon Smile!  
 

Amazon has launched a non-profit giving page called 

Amazon Smile, where 0.5% of any and/or all 

purchases can be donated back to your favorite non-

profit cause. We ask that you support us, by following 

these directions:  Go to 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-0714661 

Login with your existing Amazon account 

Shop for products marked ´Eligible for Amazon Smile 

donationµ 

 

Share this link with your friends and family, to support 

our church. Thanks for your support! 

Income 

Contributions $65,656  $193,431  

Building Rental 12,803 35,400 

Endowment 12932 79,001 

Miscellaneous 362 3,000 

Total $91,743 $310,832 

Expenses 

Administration $71,556  $221,957 

Program 1,342 6,275 

Outreach 3,383 17,600 

Building 18,590 65,000 

Capital Campaign 2,500 

Total $97,371  $310,832 

Net Loss $5,628 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-0714661
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-0714661
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/34-0714661
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December Moderatorõs Moment  
 

December 3rd is Celebration Sunday · the day we will be turning in our commitment cards for the 

Rise Up capital campaign and celebrating the promises we have made for the future of this 

place. Because Celebration Sunday occurs at the very beginning of the month it is hard for me to 

know if you are reading this before or after that date. Therefore let me address this Moderator³s 

Moment to anyone out there who has not yet pledged or is still considering what their gift should 

be · whether or not you will be there on Sunday or will be turning in your commitment later. 

 

We have spent the last month discussing why the building committee, and later the church 

board, decided to have a capital campaign. We³ve shared the fact that our utility bills average 

$30,000.00 per year due to the size of the building and the lack of insulation; that our most 

critical repair needs alone total about $250,000.00 based on recent estimates, therefore requiring 

us to have a capital campaign whether or not we had voted to resize and renovate our current 

building; and how by taking advantage of this opportunity to change our building we will be able 

to focus less of our budget on building upkeep and more on programming and outreach. But now 

that we are near the end of this campaign let me make an additional point: 

 

We are a congregation that has been making a difference for 175 years · both because of our 

radical sense of welcome in a world that is turning inward, and because of the way that our 

ministries impact lives, both in ways that we see and ways that we don³t. By being a part of this 

congregation, we are given the chance to make our own lives matter too. That is a gift we should 

all be grateful for, and a reason to ensure that our congregation will continue serving into the 

future. A financial goal as large as ours requires a leap of faith, but are we not people of faith? 

So, as you plan your gift, remember that it can be a one-time offering or a pledge to be paid off 

over three years. Any amount will help. And whatever you decide to give, please accept our 

thanks for your part in laying the foundation for our future. 

                                                                 

Church Moderator, Lauren Wicks 

 

 ´Disturb us, Lord, when we are too pleased with ourselves, when our dreams come true 

because we dream too little.  

Disturb us, O Lord, when, with the abundance of the things we possess, we lose our thirst for the 

water of life ¦ when, having fallen in love with time, we cease to dream of eternity.  

Stir us, O Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture out on wider seas ¦ where storms show your 

mastery, and when losing sight of land, we find the stars.  

In the name of Him who pushed back the horizons of our hopes and invited the brave to follow,  

Amenµ 

(Author Unknown) 



 

Donate to Hiram Farm through  
the Christmas Card Tree 
Bring a Christmas greeting card to your church  
family at DCC,  hang it on our card tree, and make  
a donation from money saved on cards and postage.  
All donations will go to Hiram Farm. Names of people who hang 
Christmas cards will be published in the January Church Life. 
 

Christmas Angels 
                        Once again, we are giving gifts to children from     
                     families who are guests at the Heights Emergency   
                 Food Center. If you chose a child(s) name and are  
                 buying a gift, please bring the present gift-wrapped  
                  ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŘ ȅƻǳ  
               received attached to the gift by December 10th. Before 
the 10th you can leave in the church office. Thank you Young 
Disciples for shopping and wrapping gifts! 

Volunteers are needed to check the lists/gifts, load, and transfer 
the gifts across the street. 

Come Together to Share this week  
On the first Sunday in December (12/3) and  
January (1/7), we will be collecting gloves, hats,  
and scarves for the Oxford Elementary children  
who need them this winter. Please bring gloves,  
hats and scarves for children who are ages 4-11.   

Fund Raiser to Help Myanmar People in Crisis 
A Muslim minority known as the Rohingya, living in Myanmar, are 
facing increasing violence from security forces. The report detailed 
that Rohingya have been beaten, killed, raped and forced from their 
homes. Villages, mosques  and houses have been burned, as Rohingya 
face discrimination from the Buddhist majority. Many are fleeing to 
neighboring countries. Refugees just in Bangladesh are more than 
800,000 as of October 2017. A letter from Archbishop Desmond Tutu is 
available to read on the coat room bulletin board. 

We are invited to a free event (RSVP for tickets)  

Sunday, December 10, 2017 from 2:00 - 5:00 PM 
at the LaVilla Conference and Banquet Hall, 11500 Brookpark Road  
Please contact info@salaamcleveland.org or call 857.210.5464 or to 

donate: salaamcleveland.org/donate 

All donations are tax-πŘŜŘǳŎǘƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜ-πŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 5ƻŎǘƻǊǎ 
without Borders for their work on behalf of the Rohingya people.  

 

About the Cleveland 
Christian Home 
Cleveland /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ IƻƳŜΩs Residential 
Treatment Center serves adolescent 
and teenage boys who are struggling 
with severe emotional and behavioral 
disturbances. Most of these children 
have been abused or neglected and 
have been in and out of foster homes 
and child welfare custody. Some are 
referred by juvenile court. All are in 
need of a safe, structured and 
therapeutic environment where they 
can heal and prepare to live in the 
community again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Outreach Meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next Outreach meeting is at 9am 
in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, January 
14, 2018. All are welcome to join us! 

Thank you for sharing! 
Our first Sunday in November, Come 
Together to Share, brought in lots of 
holiday food for the Hunger Center! 
Our Young Disciples (photo above) 
collected many bags full of food from 
the congregation to help our neighbors 
have a happy Thanksgiving. Outreach 
also gave $1000 to the Hunger Center 
for turkeys and chickens as well. Thank 
you for your generosity! 

A special Christmas offering for the 
Cleveland Christian Home will be 
received in services on December 
10, 17, and 24th. 

InsideOutreach 
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